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Israel ? Where could that lie "but through resistance to
Eome 2 His followers resolved to place him at their head
as a king; and his crucifixion in those stormy times was
certainly much influenced by the belief that, as the object
of political attachment, he had become dangerous, whether
sanctioning that attachment or not.

Out of this sect of Galileans, comprehending all who
avowed a Jewish nationality (and therefore many semi-
Christians : that is, men who, in a popular sense, and under
whatever view, had professed to follow Christ), arose the sect
of Sicarii; that is, out of a vast multitude professing good-
will to the service, these men separated themselves as the
men of action, the executive ministers, the self-devoting
soldiers. This is no conjecture. It happens that Josephus,
who had kept us in the dark about these Sicarii in that part
of his narrative which most required some clue to their
purposes, afterwards forgets himself, and incidentally betrays1
that the Sicarii had originally been an offset from the sect
founded by Judas the Galilean ; that their general purpose
was the same ; so that, no doubt, it was a new feature of the
time giving a new momentary direction to the efforts of the
patriotic which had constituted the distinction and which
authorized the denomination. From the Galileans it is
probable that the Sicarii differed only as the brave doer
differs from the clamorous invoker. But the Sicarii, you say,
used unhallowed means. Possibly not. We do not know what
means they used, except most indistinctly from their base and
rancorous enemy. The truth, so far as it can be descried
through the mist of ages and the fury of partisanship, appears
to be that, at a moment when law slumbered and police was
inefficient, they assumed the duties of resistance to a tyranny
which even the Roman apologist admits to have been insuffer-
able. They are not heard of as actors until the time when
Gessius Florus, by opening the floodgates to military insolence,
had himself given a licence to an armed reaction. Where
justice was sought in vain, probably the Sicarii showed
themselves as ministers of a sudden retribution. When the
vilest outrages were offered by foreigners to their women,
probably they " visited" for such atrocities. That state of
1 Wars, b. vu. chap. 8, sect. 1.